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Is tionscadal suaitheanta é PLAYOGRAPHYIreland d’Institiúid Téatair na 

hÉireann a cuireadh i gcrích thar chúig chéim ó 2001 i leith. Ó thús, bhí sé mar 

sprioc catalóg mionsonraithe de gach dráma Éireannach nua i nGaeilge agus i 

mBéarla a chur ar fáil i mbunachar áisiúil, toirtiúil ar líne. I 2006 cuireadh críoch 

le stór amharclannaíochta Bhéarla na hÉireann a clúdaíonn an tréimhse 1901 

(bunú Amharclann na Mainistreach) go dtí an lá atá inniu ann. Sheol ITÉ an 

chéad chéim de Playography na Gaeilge in Aibreán 2010 a chláraigh drámaí 

a léiríodh trí Ghaeilge idir 1975 – 2009. Tá an tréimhse 1901 – 1974 anois ar 

fáil ar líne, rud a chuireann deireadh leis an tionscadal PLAYOGRAPHYIreland. 

Déanfar nuashonrú ar an mbunachar de réir mar a léirítear drámaí  nua go 

gairmiúil i mBéarla nó i nGaeilge, ag cinntiú gur cuntas cothrom le dáta de stór 

amharclannaíochta na hÉireann é.

Faightear sa Tuarascáil ar Thorthaí Taighde tréan faisnéise faoi dhrámaí Gaeilge 

a stáitsíodh sa tréimhse 1901-1974, mar aon le staitisticí ón stór drámaí Béarla 

agus ó ré chomhaimseartha (1975-2010) Playography na Gaeilge. Faisnéis is 

staitisticí iad a shoiléiríonn treoracha tábhachtacha is sonraí inspéise.

Ina theannta sin, cuimsíonn sé uimhir na ndrámaí nua a léiríodh gach bliain; 

na scríbhneoirí ba tháirgiúla; éabhlóid na gcompántas taibhithe in Éirinn; 

raon geografach; miondealú inscne; achoimre de théamaí; agus líon na 

n-athchóirithe is na n-aistriúchán. Tá tábhacht ar leith ag baint le léarscáiliú 

a dhéanamh ar stór scríbhneoireacht nua na hÉireann ó thús an 20ú céad 

do chleachtóirí, do thaighdeoirí, do lucht féachana amharclann agus don ITÉ 

é féin, agus tá borradh ag teacht ar an líon suntasach d’úsáideoirí ar líne de 

PLAYOGRAPHYIreland anseo in Éirinn agus go hidirnáisiúnta. Baineann scoláirí 

acadúla, scoláirí dhrámaíocht na hÉireann, iriseoirí agus saineolaithe cultúir 

úsáid rialta as. Is foinse riachtanach é dóibh siúd atá ag lorg eolais ar chearta 

léirithe agus infhaighteacht scripteanna (tá roinnt scripteanna neamhfhoilsithe 

ar fáil le híoslódáil agus le ceannach agus cuirfear lena líon amach anseo). 

www.irishplayography.com
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PLAYOGRAPHYIreland is a flag-ship project for Irish Theatre Institute which 

has been rolled out in five phases since 2001. From the outset, the objective 

was to present a detailed catalogue of all new Irish plays written in both Irish 

and English in an on-line, easy to use, content rich database. The English 

language repertoire, since the foundation of the Abbey Theatre in 1904, was 

completed in 2006. ITI launched the first phase of Playography na Gaeilge in 

April 2010 cataloguing plays produced in Irish from 1975 - 2009. The period 

1901 - 1974 is now available on line and completes the final research phase 

of the PLAYOGRAPHYIreland project. Each time a new Irish play is produced 

professionally in either the English or Irish language it is added to this database 

ensuring that it is an up-to-date record of the Irish play repertoire. 

This Findings Report contains a wealth of information focusing on Irish 

language plays produced in the period 1901 - 1974 and presents statistical 

information from the English language repertoire and the contemporary phase 

(1975 - 2010) of Playography na Gaeilge, highlighting important trends and 

points of interest. The information contained here includes the number of new 

plays produced each year; who the most prolific writers are; the evolution of 

production companies in Ireland; geographical spread; gender breakdown; a 

snapshot of themes; and the number of adaptations and  translations. Mapping 

the repertoire of new Irish writing for the island of Ireland from the beginning of 

the 20th century, is important for practitioners, researchers, theatre audiences 

and for ITI itself. PLAYOGRAPHYIreland has a large and growing number 

of online users both in Ireland and internationally. It is widely consulted by 

academic scholars and students of Irish drama and by journalists and cultural 

commentators. As a resource it is invaluable for people seeking information on 

production rights and script availability (many unpublished scripts are available 

for download and purchase and this number will grow significantly). 

www.irishplayography.com

Na Paraiméadair Thaighde
The Research Parameters

Tugann Playography na Gaeilge eolas mionsonraithe ar gach dráma nua a 

taibhíodh in Éirinn, Thuaidh agus Theas, ag compántais amharclannaíochta 

ghairmiúla, ionaid, féilte, agus léiritheoirí tráchtála ó 1901 go dtí an lá atá 

inniú ann. Ina theannta sin cuimsíonn sé drámaí a léirigh compántais 

imeallacha agus eagrais leathghairmiúla, áit a gceaptar go bhfuil tábhacht ar 

leith leis an saothar i stór amharclannaíochta Ghaeilge na hÉireann. Áiríonn 

Playography na Gaeilge drámaí lánfhada, drámaí aon-ghnímh agus drámaí 

amharclannaíocht-san-oideachas, drámaí don aos óg, ceoldrámaíocht, 

athchóirithe, aistriúcháin, agus saothair sheiftithe agus réadtiomnaithe. 

Freisin cuimsíonn sé geamaireachtaí a gceaptar go bhfuil tábhacht ar leith 

leo i stór drámaí na Gaeilge. Ar chúiseanna eagarthóireachta ní féidir na nithe 

seo a leanas a chur san áireamh: saothar amharclannaíocht an phobail, 

glór-réimeanna, léamha, léirithe páirt-stáitse, drámaí a coimisiúnadh ach nár 

léiríodh, drámaí a foilsíodh ach nár léiríodh, ilsiamsaí, ceabairé, reacaireacht, 

sceitsí, ealaín taibhiúcháin, greann ar do bhoinn agus drámaí puipéad. 

Playography na Gaeilge provides detailed information on each new play 

produced in Ireland, North and South, by professional theatre companies, 

venues, festivals, and commercial producers from 1901 to the present day. It 

also contains plays produced by fringe companies and by semi-professional 

organisations where the work is deemed to be of particular significance to the 

Irish language repertoire. Playography na Gaeilge includes full-length, one-act 

and Theatre-in-Education plays, plays for young audiences, musical theatre, 

adaptations, translations, improvised and devised works. It also includes 

pantomimes that are deemed significant to the Irish language play repertoire.  

For editorial reasons it is not possible to include the work of community 

theatre, pageants, readings, semi-staged productions, plays commissioned 

but not produced, plays published but not produced, revues, cabarets, 

récitations, sketches, performance art events, stand-up comedy or puppet 

shows. 
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Nótaí  Eagarthóireachta
Editorial Notes

An Nua-Ghaeilge

Sa bhliain 1893 bhunaigh Dubhghlas de hÍde, Eoin Mac Néill, an 

tAthar Eoghan Ó Gramhnaigh agus eile Conradh na Gaeilge. Laistigh 

de chúpla bliain d’éirigh leo mór-ghluaiseacht ar son na Gaeilge 

a chruthú. Cuireadh tús le caighdeánú na teanga scríofa leis an 

teanga labhartha chomhaimseartha. Mar thoradh ar an obair seo 

foilsíodh An Caighdeán Oifigiúil ag Rialtas na hÉireann i 1958.

Teidil Agus Ainmneacha

Teidil Drámaí: Glacadh teideal gach dráma ón gclár a bhain lena 

gcéad léiriú agus sa chás go bhfuil aithne fhorleathan air nó gur 

foilsíodh é faoi theideal eile tá an teideal eile i lúibíní. e.g. An 

Croidhe Seasamhach (Esmerelda Winnie). Freisin, liostáltar teidil 

drámaí i nGaeilge chaighdeánach áit gur léiríodh ar ball é agus 

gur aithníodh é sa stór amharclannaíochta faoi theideal Ghaeilge 

neamhchaighdeánach, e.g. An Clóscríobhaí (An Chlósgríobhaí)

Ainmneacha: Glacadh ainmneacha daoine aonair ón gclár léirithe 

seachas sa chás gur tháinig aithne air/uirthi ar ball faoi ainm eile, 

e.g. Uaitéar Ó Maicín (Walter Macken), Pronsias Mac Diarmada 

(Frank Dermody). Sna cásanna seo tá nóta faoi leith déanta sa 

bhunachar. Tarlaíonn seo cúpla uair i gcás aisteoirí móra le rá.

Ainmneacha Cleite: Bhain méid áirithe drámadóirí úsáid as 

ainmneacha cleite agus sna cásanna seo tá ainm cleite an údair 

liostáilte, e.g. Is é An Craoibhín Aoibhinn ainm cleite Dhubhghlais 

de hÍde.

Bearnaí San Eolas:

Níl teacht ar dhoiciméidí don Taibhdhearc ón tréimhse 

1950-1960.

 Níl liostáiltear drámaí de chuid Phádraig Mhic Phiarais ach iad 

sin amháin a léiríodh go gairmiúil nó go leathghairmiúil. Féach an 

nóta faoin údar le haghaidh liosta iomlán a dhrámaí,  mar aon lena 

chuid drámaí do pháistí.

Ainneoin go bhfuil tábhacht le hAisteoirí Ghaoth Dobhair mar 

chompántas, is beag eolas atá againn faoina léirithe.

Gaps In Information:

Records are missing for An Taibhdhearc in the period 

1950-1960s.

Only Patrick Pearse’s/Pádraig Mac Piarais professionally produced 

plays are listed. Please see his author’s note for a complete play 

list including his work for children.

Although Aisteoirí  Ghaoth Dobhair was a very important producer 

of new Irish drama little production information is available on the 

company. 

Modern Irish Language

In the year 1893 Douglas Hyde, Eoin Mac Néill, Father Eoghan Ó 

Gramhnaigh and others established Conradh na Gaeilge, or the 

Gaelic League. Within a couple of years they managed to create a 

mass movement of support for the Irish language. A start was made 

in bringing the grammar of the written language into line with the 

spoken modern language. A result of these efforts was the Official 

Standard which the Government of Ireland published in 1958.

Titles And Names

Play Titles: Each play title is taken from the original production’s 

programme and in instances where the play was later better 

known or published by another title, that title is in brackets e.g. 

An Croidhe Seasamhach (Esmerelda Winnie). Also, Playography 

na Gaeilge lists titles of plays in standardised Irish where the play 

had later productions and became known in the repertoire by the 

standardised Irish title e.g. An Clóscríobhaí (An Chlósgríobhaí)

Names: Names are taken from the production programmes except 

in instances where the individual was later better known by another 

name e.g. Walter Macken (Uaitéar Ó Maicín), Frank Dermody 

(Proinsias Mac Diarmada). In those cases there is a note on the 

database entry to that effect. This occurs a number of times in 

relation to well known actors.

Pseudonyms: There are a number of playwrights who used 

pseudonyms and in those instances the pseudonym is listed in 

the author’s note e.g Douglas Hyde’s pseudonym is An Craoibhín 

Aoibhinn.



98

Playography na Gaeilge Playography na Gaeilge

Foinsí Eolais:

Tá an t-eolas i Playography na Gaeilge tarraingthe ar fhoinsí 

éagsúla. Tá tromlach an eolais tógtha ó bhunchláracha, bileoigíní 

agus preasráitis mar a cuireadh ar fáil iad ag na compántais 

amharclannaíochta agus na cartlanna. Foinsí tánaisteacha ab ea 

leabharlanna, gearrthóga nuachtáin, agallaimh le scríbhneoirí agus 

mórphearsana eile, scripteanna foilsithe, catalóga, suíomhanna 

gréasáin, irisí agus taighde acadúil. Nuair is féidir, tá ‘ráiteas ar 

fhoinse eolais’ curtha san áireamh againn do gach dráma, chun 

ceadú d’úsáideoirí comhthacú leis an eolas, más gá. 

Tá an-chúram glactha ag Institiúid Téatair na hÉireann i dtiomsú 

an eolais do Playography na Gaeilge agus don Tuarascáil seo 

ar Thorthaí Taighde, ach mar sin féin d’fhéadfadh earráidí nó 

easnaimh a bheith ann. Tá roinnt bearnaí san eolas a thugtar agus 

bhí sé rí-dheacair rudaí áirithe a rianú, sa tréimhse luath ach go 

háirithe. Fáiltíonn ITÉ roimh aiseolas maidir le heasnamh ar bith a 

d’fhéadfadh a bheith san eolas a thugtar. Tá suim ar leith againn 

cloisteáil ó scríbhneoirí nó sealbhóirí ar chearta eile nár éirigh linn a 

aimsiú go fóill.

Déanann www.irishtheatreonline.com  - an dara bunachar de chuid 

Institiúid Téatair na hÉireann – comhlánú agus leasú ar an ábhar atá 

ar fáil in PLAYOGRAPHYIreland. Is acmhainn ghréasáin áisiúil, saor 

agus suas chun dáta é Irish Theatre On Line a chuimsíonn eolas 

mionsonraithe ar chompántais amharclannaíochta, damhsa agus 

opera, ionaid, féilte agus eagrais tacaíochta (Thuaidh agus Theas) 

agus freisin a áiríonn bunachar d’ealaíontóirí amharclannaíochta 

Éireannacha.

Irish Theatre Institute has taken great care in collating information for 

Playography na Gaeilge and for this Findings Report. However, errors 

or omissions may occur. There are some gaps in the information 

provided and it was extremely difficult to find elements of information, 

particularly in the early phase of the project. ITI welcomes feedback 

with regard to any omissions which might occur in the information 

provided.  We are particularly interested to hear from writers or other 

rights holders whom we have not yet tracked. 

Irish Theatre Institute’s second database - www.irishtheatreonline.com 

- complements and enhances the content in PLAYOGRAPHYIreland. 

Irish Theatre On Line is a free, up-to-date, easy to search web 

resource containing detailed information on Irish theatre, dance and 

opera companies, venues, festivals and support organisations (North 

and South) and also includes a database of freelance Irish theatre 

artists. 

Information Sources:

The information contained in Playography na Gaeilge is drawn from 

various sources. The bulk of the information is taken from original 

programmes, flyers and press releases as supplied by the theatre 

companies and archives. Secondary sources include libraries, 

contemporaneous press cuttings, interviews with writers and other 

key informants, published scripts, catalogues, websites, magazines 

and academic research. Where possible, we have included a 

‘source of information statement’ for each play, to allow users to 

corroborate the information, if necessary.
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Ernest Blythe Managing Director Abbey Theatre

An Comhar Drámaíochta subsumed into Abbey Theatre
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An Taibhdhearc destroyed by fire

Premiere An Triail by Máiréad Ní Ghráda at An Damer

New Abbey/Peacock Theatre opens

Tómas Mac Anna Artistic Director Abbey Theatre 1972-79

Bord na Gaeilge established

Deilt founded

Na Fánaithe founded
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Bundrámaí - Original Plays

Geamaireachtaí - Pantomimes

Athchóirithe / Aistriúcháin - Adaptations / Translations

Líon na nDrámaí Gaeilge - Total Irish Language Plays

Líon na nDrámaí Béarla - Total English Language Plays

PLAYOGRAPHYIreland 1901-2010

Na cineálacha drámaí a taibhíodh sa dá theanga
Breakdown of playtypes in both languages

Líon na nDrámaí nua i PLAYOGRAPHYIreland 1901-2010
Total New Plays in PLAYOGRAPHYIreland 1901-2010

796 (23.6%)

Líon na mBundrámaí Nua Gaeilge

Total Original Plays in Irish Language  

355 (10.5%)

Líon na nGeamaireachtaí Gaeilge

Total Pantomimes in Irish Language 

59 (1.8%)

Líon na nAthchóirithe is na nAistriúchán Gaeilge

Total Adaptations - Translations in Irish Language 

382 (11.3%)

2,570 (76.4%)

Líon na mBundrámaí Béarla

Total Original Plays in English Language 

2,227 (66.2%)

Líon na nAthchóirithe is na nAistriúchán go Béarla

Total English Language Adaptations – Translations 

343 (10.2%)

 3,366
Iomlán / Total in PLAYORGAPHYIreland:

Líon na nDrámaí Béarla
Total English Language Plays 

Líon na nDrámaí Gaeilge
Total Irish Language Plays 
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An Deichniúr Drámadóirí is mó a bhfuil Creidiúintí acu i nDrámaí Gaeilge

Top Ten Playwrights in Irish language 1901-1974
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Líon na nDrámadóirí de réir Inscne i Playography na Gaeilge
Gender Breakdown in Playography na Gaeilge 1901-1974

Fireann - Male 177 (86%)

Baineann - Female 28 (14%)

86%
14%
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Na háiteanna inar taibhíodh drámaí Gaeilge
Where Irish Language Plays were produced 1901-1974

Gallimh
Galway

Dún na nGall
Donegal

Baile Átha Cliath
Dublin

Béal Feirste
Belfast

58.2%

.2%

.8%

39.5%

Port Láirge
Waterford

Corcaigh
Cork

1.1%

.2%



1918

Playography na Gaeilge Playography na Gaeilge

Na téamaí ba choitianta sa Ghaeilge agus sa Bhéarla
The most frequently occuring themes in Irish and English 1901-1974

Na Téamaí ba Choitianta i Playography na Gaeilge 1901-1974 
Most Frequently Recurring Themes in Playography na Gaeilge 1901-1974 

Gaeilge

Stair na hÉireann Irish History

Teaghlach Family

Pósadh Marriage

Grá Love

Saol na Tuaithe in Éirinn Rural Life in Ireland

Miotas agus Finscéalaíocht Myths and Legends

Reiligiún Religion

Polaitíocht Politics

Dúnmharú Murder

Cogadh War

Bás Death

Coiriúlacht Crime

An Ghaeilge Irish Language

An t-Ochtú Haois Déag The Eighteenth Century

Eisimirce Emigration

Síscéalta Fairytales

Cúrsaí Cleamhnais Match Making

Ag dul in aois Ageing

Sagairt agus Mná Rialta Priests and Nuns

Tírghrá Patriotism

Na Téamaí ba Choitianta i Playography an Bhéarla 1901-1974
Most Frequently Recurring Themes in English Language Playography 1901-1974 

English

Family Teaghlach

Marriage Pósadh

Ulster Ulaidh

Northern Ireland Tuaisceart na hÉireann

Rural Ireland Saol na Tuaithe in Éirinn

Love Grá

Religion Reiligiún

Community Comhphobal

Class Aicme

Politics Polaitíocht

Belfast Béal Féirste

Irish History Stair na hÉireann

Match Making Cúrsaí Cleamhnais

Death Bás

Country Life Saol Na Tuaithe

Myths and Legends Miotas agus Finscéalaíocht

Poverty Bochtanas

Farming Feirmeoireacht

Inheritance Oidhreacht

Parenthood Tuismíocht
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Compántais Amharclainne a bhfuil breis is 50 Taibhiú acu trí Ghaeilge
Companies with more than 50 productions in the Irish language1901-1974

Playography na Gaeilge
1901-2010

Catalóg
Catalogue
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Catalóg na nDrámaí ar fad i Playography na Gaeilge
Catalogue of all Plays in Playography na Gaeilge 1901-2010 
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Agus an taighde seo á thiomsú le ceithre bliana anuas, is iontach an cuidiú a 

fuaireamar ó ghníomhaíochtaí, leabharlanna, cartlanna, compántais léirithe 

amharclannaíochta agus daoine aonair. Ba mhaith linn buíochas ar leith a 

ghabháil le Deirdre Davitt, Clárbhainisteoir Na nEalaíon, Foras na Gaeilge, as 

an tacaíocht agus an spreagadh; Máiréad Ní Chinnéide; Phelim Donlon; Tony Ó 

Dálaigh; Mairead Delaney agus Mairead Lynch (Amharclann na Mainistreach); 

Dermot McLaughlin (Iontaobhas Cultúrtha Bharra an Teampaill); Mary Clarke 

agus Pádraig Ó Briain (Cartlann Téatair na hÉireann, Leabharlann Cathrach 

Bhaile Átha Cliath, Sráid an Phiarsaigh, Baile Átha Cliath); Séamus Ó hAodha 

(Taibhdhearc na Gaillimhe); Sunniva O’Flynn (Cartlann Scannánaíochta na 

hÉireann); Aifric Mac Aodha; Nóra Nic Con Ultaigh; Aoileann  Ní Riain; Niall 

Shields agus Caroline Williams. Buíochas le Sarah Bourke agus Una Vejsbjerg 

ó XCommunications agus buíochas ar leith le Maria Redmond don tacaíocht a 

thug sí do PLAYOGRAPHYIreland le deich mbliana anuas.

In compiling this research over the last four years we have been greatly assisted 

by a number of agencies, libraries, archives, theatre production companies 

and individuals. Particular thanks to Deirdre Davitt, Arts Programme Manager, 

Foras na Gaeilge, for her support and encouragement; Máiréad Ní Chinnéide; 

Phelim Donlon; Tony Ó Dálaigh; Mairead Delaney and Mairead Lynch (The 

Abbey Theatre), Dermot McLaughlin (Temple Bar Cultural Trust) and Mary 

Clarke and Pádraig Ó Briain (Irish Theatre Archive, Dublin City Library, Pearse 

St., Dublin) Séamus Ó hAodha (Taibhdhearc na Gaillimhe); Suinniva O’Flynn 

(Irish Film Archive); Aifric Mac Aodha; Nóra Nic Con Ultaigh; Aoileann Ní Riain; 

Niall Shields and Caroline Williams. Thanks to Sarah Bourke and Una Vejsbjerg  

from XCommunications and special thanks to Marie Redmond for her support of 

PLAYOGRAPHYIreland over the past ten years. 
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